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Next Meetiag

Our mext meetia; will se aeld om Jusme 18th at tae Rothman's Ceantre Board Room, 8l6
St. James Street, at 7:30 p.x.

New Memwpers

imber Jean Simmors is our youmgest associate member, sorm oa April 15tk, 1979, to
Mr, aad Mrs. J. Simmoas.

Cauek Lund

Box 41

Melita, Maamitosa ROM 1LO
paose 1-522-23142

1947 Indian Chief
A dig A.M.C.M. weleome to our new Eempers,
A.M.C.M. 3rd Aamual Ruw Heport

By Siggi Klana

Or Sumday, May 27th, the Antique Motoreycle Clud amd guests from tae Manitosa Motoreycle
Clus met at tae Rotaman's Centre parkizg lot at 11:00 a.m. We Rad two old esikes om the rua:
1943 Harley Davidsoa 45 owmed sy Ross Metealfe amd & 1952 Veloestte LE-200 owmed »y Jim
Bailey. Also, Tiay Rosims truesed tae 1936 Nortoma Imtermatiomsl HRacer ia ais vea ara Ray
Houde loaded ais 1947 Waizrer oa tae szek of his ¢ar. Sig. i Klamm led tae group out of
Wiamipe, at 1.:00 p.m. and rcde out on Hemdersos Higz wey.

We stopped w«t Loekport for a 15 mimute sresx to wall for tae rest of tae group to
€atcr up., We them proceeded to drive tarough East Selkirik amd or to Tom Ellison's farm.
Ine weateer was 20t and tae mosquitoes were out to get us,

Cur spee ial psuest from tae Antigue Motorcycle Clus of Ameriez is Coanie Sealemmer and
ais wife Jume. We &ll skared is stories aad pietures of ais 1930 Harley Davidsom 21"

CEV Faetory Built Hillelimwer. They are really great peorle,

Tiny let amyome wiao could start tae 1936 Nortom Imtermetiocaal racer ride tae mzcmime
aroumd tae farm. It took at least 2 to 50 kicks to start the maecaine. The saTk of tae
exasust, .riadimg of gears; you saould watea tae racer go oui of sight and taem reappezr
afgain.

we started the games off oy Ravimg am egg tom:. Two partaers stzac faeimy ezch otmer
aad toss am egg sae. and forta, tryim, mot to sresk it. Afier saen toss, to maxe tae
pole mOTe iaterestiag zad diffieult, eaea partmer must take oae £2a8RT step pzekwarda. Tae
wianer is tae last couple left witm ar umcroces e 2. Tae wianers were Micaszel Faraschuk
amd Handy haumder.
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(ur aext eveat Was um eg. rzee. 1wo partmers lime up face to faece, 50 fest apart. (me
partmer puts a sppoa im ais mouth with am egg om it znd raees to ais partaer. The otaer
partuer must taen take tae spoom zad e g im Ais mouth and erawl back to the fiaisa line.
The wiamers were Hoss amd Kris Metez1fe. We would lixke to thanx all tme mexbers ¥ho
domuted i1ae prizes for the gcmes.

The tropay from Molsoa Brewery for tae cldest ruamimg piie was presemted to Ricaard
Ross for ais 1936 Nimous 4 from East Selkirx. He al=o azd to fimisa two Molsom Camadian
seers waiea were pcured imto tae mug.

Qur great cocks were Ray Houde and Timy <o®ins. We mad Germaa sausase, AaMBDUrgers.
aotdogs amd drimks. The food was great and everyone stufied taemselves.

Near tae ead of the day, tae enildrea forced Sig 2 Klaam to give taem & ride om his
Homda Goldwiamg. Tae sum slowly startec tc disappear-aad we all meaded dack home. We all
asd a terrific time whiea we woa't forget.

We would lixe to taamx Tom Ellisom amad ais wife Mary for aaviag our rua at taeir residemce
aad for seimg a terrifie most and aostess,

Clus Hoster
Thae roster will se rezdy aad mailed out im 1 or 2 weexs.

(ld Advertisemeant

I would like to tmam< Rossert Hattom for tae EMW Advertisemenl and Jim Harrisom for the
Burmzm amd Dumlop advertisement.

Boardtracx Kaeimg
susmitted by Hoss Metsalfe

A= I am restoring a 1913 Indiam V-twin (lOODce) soard trae« raeer, I thought I might
st.re wita you & srief aistory of Boardtraeks, the style of mzchines, and 1se teemmicue
involved.

IB aAd around tae year 1G12 "Boardtrack raciag eoxtimued to draw large erowds im lae
larger cities, all over tae coumtry. New tracis were Puilt im Milwaukee, Omaha, Houstonm,
Clevelaad =ad Atlamtic City. The fastest was prooadbly tae Elmaurst, at Qakland, Califcrmia,
a full galf mile oval with 40 degrees to 43 degrees paAking, Waere many speed records were
mzde. Racing features imecluded mater races petweem cors ead motoreyeles and evem airplanes.
MaAy race promoters were grossing auge sums of money, $10,000 daily gutes meimg mot
URCORMCA.

On July 4ta sefors a ecapacity crowd at Omama, Clem "Slivers” Eoyd wor ais Iamous
ricknome waen, oa tae 43rd mile of tae 50 mile motch race, ae slew & rear tire. The wheel
locsed and spum Rim to the sottimm of lae apron wnere, trapped under tae mecaine, ge slid for
nearly a mundred feet. He wizs amospitalized for Itwo weexs waile paysieiams rexoved over 200
spliaters _rom various parts of nis amatomy. The lzrgest was in ais tnign and was over
14 incnes lomg. BRoyd carried tais wita aim .or some time afiervwaras, to prove 1o
skepties tzat tse story was true,

3pardtrack racimg coatimued throu, aoul tae season, BUL REW records were not established
uatil Decemder 30th wanem Lee Humistom, arisimg Exeelsior ster rode 2 speecially tunmed Big
valve maesaise around tae Playa del Rey trzek for a 36 sec ad mile, the Tirst 100 =ph
TUR over tae ooards ever made."

An eiample of a guod traex was the Cotati, 45 miles norta of Sam Frzmcisco, euilt inm
1921, "Tae Cotati oval was & ly mile course, averzgimg a aundred feet ia width and it was
ceatly sanked on tae straigats risiag to setween 45 aad 50 degre=es on the ecurves. The two
sraadstaads, wita & eapacity of zsout 2500, were placed on eitaer side of .me straigchats,

taeir lower teirs raised suffiecieatly to provide a full view of tas course. Tae surface
was laid with two inek By 4 inca lumser set on an edge amd supported »y a neavy framing

f 8" ay 10" strimgers, placed on 8 fcot eenters. Horizomtzl stucs of tae same dimensions=
su ported tae siructure from selow, eaca std restiag om a saort szulk of lumbper, surried
ia tae groumd to resist mcvement.

~
<




page 3

The lower lip of the oval ended 1r & flat sprom ascut 10 feet wide, as an escape rout e
for a disasled macaine., Tae upper ed. = of thr ov-1 was surrounded By a low railim. of 2n

8y 12" plonks, Presumeadly to preveat = motorcycle rider or race ea: driver from flyimg ocut
over tae demking. A tunael was due under -ome edge of tae traek to admit eontestants and
service veaicles. It was said trat tae siructure comtaimed & freizht ear load of nzils and
spikes o mold it togetaer.

To anyome yet livimg wro waa fortunate™t o recall the days of tae poxrds, tae total
picture was a taurilling spectaele tmszt ezm mever be forgottem. The eager antieipation
of the spectators, the blumtimg-draped stends, and the musie of the legion bzad, «ull eombine
to set tae stage fo: & ndlicay atmospmere, This, combined odor of raw lumeer, amd the
purgent perfume of surmed castor 0il, was tae incense of Riga adventure of ARY speed
extausiast.

Due to the restricted widta of the course, eacin eveat was limited to 6 riders. The usuzl
Boardtraex raecimg macaines were suilt, witkh low wei at as the eriterion and wers usually
well umader 300 poumds. No power zbpsoreing cluteaes or gear boxes were ever ritted, tie
drive weis: direect to tae rear waeel via a solid countersazft sproeset, whose =aaft was
fixed to a bracket fitted Just bekind the emgime plates.

The eagines szd oaly rudimentary contrcls, as tae Spark positicm was fixed and tae throttle-
less earburetor was set in tae wide oper position. The omly mesns of rider control was Wy
a kill sutiomn mear ore mandle &rip, weieh emasled tae rider ig smort cireuit the magaeto,
Waile tais emabled tae motor to se stopped «t will, moldim. tke sutton o:f too lomg
would result im tke lusriezting oil fouling the spark plugs.

Tae waeelswere usually of 23" dismeter carrying 28 sy 25" speeizl Tacimg tires wuilt wy
Goodyear or Firestone, inflated with about 100 pounds of air. The fromt suspemsion
was made very stiff to avoid sounciag tae wael, and generally o.fered les: tham am inek of
iravel.

Tae macaines were started 8y ceing towed benind & sideear outfit, which im keepimg witk
tae spirit of tae BYent, was generzlly sirirped down to ressmala » roeins vegicle, Taae
passenger faced aft and neld one emd of tae tow Tope, tme otner end - img wrapped omce arouad
tke racer's azndleder and meld in tre rider's nsnd. At a speed of 50 moh the rider let go
of tae rope and released tae kill sutton, the side eazr ocutfiti then simultaneocusly swerved
dowr 1o the execspe arronm.

Whem &ll tne contestanis Rad thus peen brougat imto actior, the starter waved his flag
to position tae riders :or & flying start as they circled the trsck to warm up taeir macnines,

The excitement of ti e race was neigatened sy the noise of the engines, as 21l had open
exaausts with very short stacxs, waich usually emitted flemes znd sparks at apoed,

Tae pungent smell of cassor oil rerveded everything.

For tme actuzl techniques employec in team racin;, soth on tae soards ag well zs the
dirt tracks, we are indested tc tae reminiscences of Fread Ludlow, an octagenarian surviver
of America's golden age of motorcyele raciag and lezendary wianer of 5 mational champiorships
of one, 5, 10, 25, and 50 miles at Syracuse, New York durimg ome rzce on Septemser 1yth, 1921,

One of tke first principles of team racing was taat of the ridimg pzce. Ey pre arrangemeat
cne team memper would pull out amezd, ais ®ody and machine splittimg tae air leaving an
area sekind aim into wriea another rider could rollow witkou resguirimg quite zs muck
power. The exact zrez of this partial vaeuum was sometimes mekiad a machine, or at one side
Or aaotaer, sometimes difficult for a folower to find, althouga it was always there,

The rider settimg tme pace was constently checking his engine for excessive Reat. The
fcllowing riders ware at omce »cth ezrefully raeirg esca oiaer aad attempting to xeep
an eye on the lezd rider's ooservatioms as tc ais own en:ine's coidition., Whea the
engine meat reached its meximum szfe operating temperture, sut sefore amy risk of seizurs
Was ilmmineat, the lecder would taen drop sacx »eaind the following rider, into his zlip
gtrezm. The star rider was usually eneouraged to attempt to gain first place at tae
finish, But if ais en. inme overkested, or ta: competitiom's tacties, upset the slipstreamiag
sequenees, tae rider im first positiom mear the finish line was e regted tc maxe a win,
if possiwle.
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Aside from the importamce of team strategy on tae traeks, siops at the pit, waether
seaeduled or uascaeduled, together with the commumi atiom petween the rider: and pit
atteandants durimg ther raece, were important for vietory.

iaem & rider cozsted to the pits for & stop, aopefully only for fuel and lusricants,

Re was expected to kmow just at whica poimt me smould kill Ris engime on ithe course so

ta.t me could stop «t the proper poiat, @0 prakes seing availaele on track maeiines. As

ae rolled to tae proper stoppimg place, a musky mecranic was statiomed to grap his hamdlebars
to £ill the last of mis momemtum and simultaneously moist the maecaine om low #locks previocusly
set im proper positiom. As the rider was aelped out of tae sadcle, two otiaer mechamicus

Wwith speed wremches megar removimg tae fromt aad rear waeels respeetively for ehcmging,

wrile & fourth openeu tae tamc saps and coumenced filling wota fuel amd 0il reservoirs with
pressure aoses. A fifta mecnanic was already casnging zoth spars plugs. Amotaer attemdant
would maad tae rider eitmer & drins oi water, fruit juice or soft drink, accordirg to nis
caoice and at thae seme time instzll a clean pair of goggles over kis melmet. Well drilled
pit attemceznts could perform taese operziions in aboutr 65 seconds. In a 300 mile eventy,

iwo suck stops were reguired.

Communication between the pit boss and the riders was achieved ay each tEam member heving
an imdividual eolor imeorporated on nis jersey. 4 set of flags eorresponding »ith these
cclors. eut with wnite eeaters, was placed im tae pits. If a riders rlag was held out
wita tre Sime mar<ed in colored chalk imn tae white centre it meant trhat the pice was 1o »e
neld steady. If tae flzg wes aeld out wita no signel, this indicated thzt the mecnanie
im charge wanted to listem to the rider's engine. C(n the next lap the emgine was blipuned
wita tue xill sutton, a&s the pits were pessed. On tae tollowing lap, the rider would eikher
se signalled wita a flag, or a message neld out on a small slacksogrd such as the word
lean, or neat.

Tae pit crew at most ruce courses set up a 20 fool tower so taat an observer could watch
the ®sacx stretch or turas for any rider who had eeen Zorced to retire. An auxilliary crew
wita a gidecar cutfit could taen se guickly dispatched to eitner meke &R emergency repeir,
or erimg tae stulled machine znd ricer im, as tne oecasion warranted.

#hile the lztter maneuver could ce osserved my the spectztors, the intricaeies o: the
necessary team zctiviti es were gemerzlly nmot osserved, most thinking that tae contestants
were simply duels of raw speed and norse power. WRat the puslic most definitely did not
<NOW WasS thet the teams wita the fastest machinery were often oeatem oy teams wita less
potent equipment, whose imternsl organization had been refined sy intemsive practice.

As popular as the soardtr aeks mad become »y the early 1320's, interest was soon to wWane.
Stoexnolders whe invested money i:. construction shzres mever seemed 1o profit from
their moldings, and it was generally the promoters who made the substzntial profits.

The sport was extremely k.zsrdous for the riders, aad many of tme stars were killed or
seriously imjured. An almost certain fatality was tme result of flyin: out over tae
sanxing.

Ome of tme most spectacular zecidents ocsurred at the tracx at Newarx, New Jersey, wken
Indian ster, Eddie Hasha, in company with other riders, died waen they came of: the sanking
and landed in tne stends, killing several spectators.

Tae general atmosphere of some o tae tracks was less taan desireable with -uca
illegal betting, alemg witk the sale of Bootleg licuor. Some of the trzecxs were invaded
»y groups o prostitutes, wao openly solicitted customers in stceads or at the zate during
races.

After za appalling series of fatal aecidents, the local press in various eities and
towas openly cazmpaigned against tke sgort, often referrin. ¢ the sites as 'murder dromes'.

Tae sport gradually cies & natural deata waen wind and weztmer finglly caused the tracks
to deteriorate and when encrozehimg susdivisions and industrial demsnds fima'ly forced
taeir closing.”

(takem from The Iron Kedskin »y Harry V. Sucker; Haymes Pualisking Group,
California, 1977)
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Wanted- Complete set of gasoline and oil tanks for 1940 Military Imdian Scout 45,

model 640, Must we in sood condition. Contzet Siggi Klann, 1048 Erin Street,
Winmipeg, Manitosa, Canada R3C 2W9

Other cluss please copy.
Viking Caapter

Wanted- YZ80 Yamaha, coatzet Harvey Berquist, Routs #3, Box 415, Mound, ¥n. 55364,
Phone (612) 472-2223
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| For Immediate Delivery. The Attractive 250 cc. Shatt Drive
' Single, 12.8 H.P. Motor Turning Up 5,600 R.P.M.—4 Speed
| Transmission with Combined Hand and Foot Shilfis.

LIMITED DEALER FRANCHISE OPEN
“Write for Details”
| $

B.M.W. MOTORCYCLE SALES CORP.

} 27-01 BRIDGE PLAZA NORTH
LONG ISLAND CITY, NEW YORK

Showrooms — 487 Park Ave. N.Y.C.. N.Y.

The above advertisement, reproduced in its orieginal size, was the first postwar BMW

ad to appear in an American magazine, and was to be found on page 31 of the March 19L9
edition of "The Motorcyclist". The ad accompanied the appearance of the first current
BMW motorcycle (an R2k, as depicted above) to be shown in the United States since 1939.
The occasion was the First International Automobile and Motorcycle Show held February
€10, 1949 at the £9th St. Armory in New Tork City. The R2l; had had its official debut
in Furope about a year earlier at the March 198 Geneva Automobile Salon. (Our thanks

to our historian # 192 Oscar Fricke for providing the above ad and well rssearched text).







